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81x JOHN AUBREY, Oc, 


Uron the preſent occaſion. I find it impoſſible to 
5 diſcharge my duty as a Member of this Houſe, without, 


pp in ſome degree, Arn from ole with whom : have for 
ſome time acted. 


Y 1 T concur with them in rjeding the dodrine of a Re- 
1 gency de jure in the Heir to the Crown; becauſe it is 
5 Y againſt precedent, and againſt the Law of the Land, and 
E was fo declared in Parliament i in the reign of Henry VI. | 
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4.49 
In fact, as I fee the ſubject, it is no cafe of Regency in 
any Perſon, except as the whole Parliament ſhall think 


fit ſo to treat it. The law of England, as I have been 
: inſtruQed, acknowledges neither infancy, nor delirium, 
nor any perſonal infirmity, to belong to the King upon 
the throne: for in this reſpect the law looks only ts his political 
character; and ſupplies him with Councils to enable his 
acting politically, even when naturally he is moſt. in- 


capable. 


But, I ds not concur with them in thinking the Houſe, 


at this moment, competent to exerciſe any of its parlia- 
mentary ſunctions, more eſpecially its legiſlative | one; or : 
to do any thing tending to ſuch an exerciſe, The King 8 
has not yet appeared either f in his perſon, or by prox, 
that is „ by a Commiſſioner repreſenting him. 1 take it 


to be the eſſence of Parliament, that the three branches 


of the Legiſlature ſhould be aſſembled, before one begins | 


to act. But only two are now met, the firſt of the three 


being ab{ ent. ill this branch ſhall a appear, L agree with 


the ſent] ;:ments contained i in a very recent publication, by 


one, whoſe authority, as a well read and conſummate 


; lawyer, is fo juſtly and univerſally acknowledged, and 


with whom I have the honour to be connected by friend- 


J ſhip, that without the King we are only 2 CONVENTION. 


But i in tae preſent cafe there is. 0 neceffit y for reſorting 5 


to a mere CONVENTION. of the to Hoales. The King's 


F 3 perſon. 


1 
id may be conſtitutionally ſupplied by a Commiſſioners 5 


and that Repreſentative in the preſent extraordinary ſitua- 
tion, will, in point of propriety, be the Heir Apparent to 
the Crown. Till this chaſm i in Parliament ſhall be filled, 
I cannot aſſent to joining in any vote, or any other buſineſs. 
of the Houſe, beyond voting for a previous queſtion . 


or ſome other queſtion tending to prevent our further 


9 acting as a Houſe. When this chaſm ſhall be properly 


| filled up, when the parliament ſhall be full by A repreſenta- | 
: tion of the King, I ſhall cheerfully and heartily concur in 


the ſeemingly general ſentiments of making the Heir 


. Apparent ſele Regent. As far alſo as my conſideration of 


the ſubject hitherto can intitle me to ſpeak, I confeſs x | 


3 . am not in the leaſt diſpoſed. to adopt thoſe reſtric= 


: tions, which have been opened to che Houſe, as 
probable parts of the intended Regency Bill. 1 


dread the effects of a di Aruſted, curtailed, and conſe- 
quently enfeebled executive power, I wiſh ſincerely to 


join in every proper reſpect to our moſt gracious and 


> afflicted Sovereign, and in providing every fecurity for his 
returning ts the perſonal exerciſe of his authority, the moment 
his preſent calamity ſhall ceaſe to operate. But I cannot 
think, that the propoſed reſtrictions would be approved 
by himſelf, was he reſtored to his former health. From 
his known love of his country, and from that liberal 


benignity o of mind which foars above the fights of envy, 
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lk 
1] muſt preſume, tliat he would not wiſh to encreaſe the 
publick diſtreſs from his preſent afflicting malady, by 


rendering the Heir Apparent to his Crown, and his in⸗ 


tended Repreſentative, leſs capable of performing the 5 


whole of the Royal functions, than he himſelf was before 
the commencement of his illneſs. The argument for 
reſtriction proceeds upon a ſuppoſition, which might war- 


rant future permanent reſtrictions on the executive power. 


If the Heir Apparent is not fit to be entruſted as a tempo- 


7 rary Repreſentative for his father, it claims from - us re- 
ſtrictions to check the Prince, when he ſhall have the exe | 
cutive power as A principal and i in his own perſon. Had 


| he committed any overt act, indicative of a diſpoſition to 


abuſe the Royal authority, he ought to be equally reſtrained 


in both caſes. But to reſtrain him in either caſe without 
; provocation, ſtrikes me as unjuſt to him, and dangerous 5 
to the State over which he is to preſide for his father. In 
truth, the argument for reſtriction of the Prince as a Re- ; 
gent ſeems more to ſavour of pr ejudice againſt a parti- 
eular party in the State, than to concern the general 
and publie welfare. And though 1 not only ſtand uncon- 
nected with that party, but have ſeverely ſuffered by their 
violent oppoſirion to the choice of me by the county, for 
which J fit in Parliament as one of its Repreſentatives ; 
yet this remembrance avails not to influence my opinions 


upon fo momentous a buſineſs, as that which now calls 


Such 


. 


Such are my general ſentiment upon the preſent impor- 


tant criſis. They were the ſame when we met laſt 


Tueſday, and I then meant to have declared them. But 
in the early part of the Debate, I found no opportu- 
nity of addreſſing the Houſe ; and I was forced by the 
remnant. of an illneſs, which has long had poſſeſſion. 
of me, to leave the UI ouſe, without waiting, either to de- 


clare tay opinions by ſpeaking, or to act pn them by 


reting. 
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